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Mr. Jinnah, Bar-at-Law, showed me a- telegram from
Mr. Mahomed Shah of President Street, which says that about
700 Muslims are displeased with the compromise and that they
are determined not to apply for registration. I have suggested to
Mr. Jinnah to say in reply that he was happy to learn from the
cables that all the people [in the Transvaal] were united. Kindly
let me know the correct position.
It is for the Indian community to decide what it wants to do about
the Committee. The need to continue the Committee is obvious. Had
it not been for Mrs. Ritch's illness,, the Committee's expenses wo.uld
have been much less. It is, however, a matter for some satisfaction that
the Committee was able to function as economically as it has done. We
believe therefore that all [branch] Associations and individual Indians
will try and ensure that the Committee is enabled to continue its work.
This will be easy if a large number of persons interest themselves in
the question. We hope that every Indian, will help in every possible
way and all the Associations will express their views.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 21-3-1908
71. JOHANNESBURG LETTER
INDIANS' DINNER TO EUROPEANS
The Indian community fulfilled one of its many obligations on
Saturday last, the 14th. Some Europeans have helped us a great deal
in the satyagraha movement. It was but proper that the community
should do something to show its regard for them. It was eventually
decided to arrange a banquet and to issue tickets for the purpose* The
tickets were to be priced and the proceeds spent on meeting the expenses
of the banquet. This would show whether or not the Indian leaders
were willing to loosen their purse-strings. The Association would not,
have to bear the expense, and we would be enabled to come into closer
contact with the whites. The suggestion was approved by all. A date
was fixed for the banquet. The Masonic Hall was secured through
the good offices of Mr. Kallenbach1, and the Secretary of the Hall
1 Herman Kallenbach; a prosperous German architect of Johannesburg with
"a vein of other-worldliness" who, when challenged to a duel by a Volksrust European
for his Indian sympathies, declined, saying that he had "accepted the religion of peace";
himself a satyagrahi, he gave his 1100-acre "Tolstoy Farm" near Johannesburg for the
maintenance of satyagrahis* families; taught on his farm carpentry, gardening and
sandal-making, the last of which he had learnt at a Trappist monastery; associated in
dietetic experiments with Gandhiji who describes him as "a man of strong feelings,
wide sympathies and childlike simplicity". Vide also Safyagraha in South Africa and
Autobiography.